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Cast of Characters 




5   main speaking roles  (2 female, 1 male,  2 male or female)   




1   main non-speaking roles  (1 male)





6   smaller speaking roles (4 female, 2 male) 





6   smaller non-speaking roles 





6-10 dancers   

CRICKET 


Teenage girl 

TOM (or TAM)  

CRICKET's older brother (or sister) who has Down Syndrome.

                              


(This role is played by a young person, male or female,



       


with  Down Syndrome or similar disability. )
REESE



Teenage boy, friend of CRICKET 

BENNETT

 
Science teacher. May be male or female.
LENA  



CRICKET and TOM's aunt.
GARTH


 A country music star in western wear and cowboy hat, 

      



 TOM's visualization of his inner self

     



  (Note:  GARTH may appear throughout the play, shadowing, 

      



 coaching and reassuring the actor playing TOM. 

DANCERS 


Up to 10 dancers join TOM and GARTH at the end of Scenes 3, 7 and 




9.  In the Show’s finale, the whole company (including the performers 




in Act I) join the DANCERS for the curtain call and a reprise of the 




final dance.  
STUDENTS


Up to six actors appear as STUDENTS in Scene 6. These actors may  




also appear as  SIBLINGS in Scene 10. 

SIBLINGS (IN DREAM)              Up to six actors appear as siblings in Cricket’s dream. These actors 


may also appear as students in Scene 6.   




 
STUDENTS                                    Up to six actors same appear as students in Scene

SETTING:  The play moves seamlessly between TOM’s bedroom, a science classroom, TOM and CRICKET’s living room,  and TOM's imaginary world.   
MUSIC:  The musical selections contained in the stage directions are suggestions only.  Directors should feel free to make their own substitutions.
ALTERNATIVE VERSIONS:  Some productions of the play have substituted other performers  for Garth and used other music and styles of dance. Minor adjustments may be made to the scenes to accommodate these substitutions.
Scene  1


(In blackout, music begins: Garth Brooks’s 



“Ain’s Goin Down Till the Sun Comes UP” 



 then fades as lights come up.  CRICKET and TOM 



 sitting on the bed in  TOM’s room.  GARTH stands nearby 



 watching on, available to help Tom if he needs it. 



 Next to the bed is a table with  a lamp,  a boom box 


and a  large, clear plastic  jar of assorted 



 jellybeans.  CRICKET hands TOM a wrapped present.)






    

TOM  
What’s this, Cricky? 

CRICKET

First we have to sing, right?

TOM

Right!  Sing. (CRICKET sings “Happy Birthday,” pausing for



TOM to fill in.)

CRICKET

Happy Birthday to --

TOM

Me!

CRICKET

Happy Birthday to --

TOM

Me!

CRICKET

Happy Birthday, dear --

TOM

Tom!

CRICKET

Happy Birthday to --

TOM

Me!

CRICKET

Okay, now rip it open! (TOM tears open his present.)  I hope you like it, Tom.


(TOM holds up a pair of  cowboy boots.)

TOM  

I like it!

CRICKET

Let’s put them on. (She helps TOM put on the boots) Now you can dance like on TV.

TOM

Like on TV!

CRICKET

You’ll be a country star!

TOM   
 A  country star!

CRICKET

Like Garth Brooks.
TOM

Yeah, like Garth Brooks.

CRICKET

You know what else I got you? Our favorite! Jellybeans!! (CRICKET opens a jar of jellybeans and 

picks out a red one and pops it in TOM’s mouth).  You like red jellybeans right, Tom?
TOM 

Yeah! I like red Jellybeans. 
CRICKET

And my favorite is green, right?

TOM 

Yeah!  (CRICKET picks out a green jellybean and pops it in her mouth) 

CRICKET   

Hey!  Let’s do our  pick-up truck song.

TOM

Yeah!

CRICKET   (She sings a cappella the chorus  of Garth Brooks’s song “Ain’t Goin’ Down till the Sun Comes Up”  dancing around the room, miming the pick-up truck driver. TOM enthusiastically joins in.

Ain’t goin” down till the sun comes up……

Blackout. Garth Brooks’s “Ain’t Goin’ Down till the Sun Comes Up” plays loud in the darkness
CRICKET exits and lights rise on following scene.)

End of Scene 1

Scene 2

(As“Ain’t Goin Down” continues to play loud, GARTH comes out of the background  shakes 

hands with TOM,  hands him a guitar, accompanies him to the Living Room,  and shows


him  some moves with his guitar.  LENA calls from the kitchen.) 

LENA  


Tom, turn that down! (GARTH fades into the background while TOM continues his guitar moves) Tom!! 

(No response) Thomas!!!! (LENA  enters from kitchen and turns music to SOFT  The music continues under the scene)  Tom, you are one noisy cowboy.  How about you watch your music concert again?  Good concert, right?
TOM

Good concert ... 
AUNT LENA 
You hungry?  

TOM
No.
AUNT LENA

Want some popcorn?  

TOM

No. 

AUNT LENA

You just want to play music?

TOM

Want to play music.
LENA  

Remember when Cricket gets home from soccer she has to study.  She has an English test tomorrow and a science report to finish,  ... so you need to be quiet,  okay?

TOM

O-kay!    


(AUNT LENA exits. GARTH joins TOM  and they turn the music up LOUD.


Pretending  they are going to a concert together,  GARTH picks up a several cards from the table, 
tears them like tickets and gives the pieces to TOM. TOM tears them again and tosses them into 

the air and onto the floor. Following GARTH’S lead, TOM gestures to the audience, and begins 
his dance moves as if performing for a huge audience. CRICKET, in her soccer uniform, enters 
with her backpack. GARTH fades into the background.)

CRICKET

Hi, I'm home!  Whoa!  Whoa!!!  Too loud, Tom!   (CRICKET turns off music,, TOM throws his



arms around CRICKET and THEY hug affectionately.)

TOM

Cricky!

CRICKET

Hi, Tom.(Pointing at his cowboy hat) What’s with the hat? Garth  Brooks, right?

TOM
Yeah. . 
LENA  (Entering from the kitchen)   Hi honey, ready for dinner soon?
CRICKET

I’m starving! 
LENA 
Are you starving, Tom? 
TOM

I’m starving, too.
LENA 
Okay.  It’ll be ready in a minute. And, Tom, see all those bits of cardboard you left on the floor?  Please pick them up.  Right now, okay?

TOM

Okay.  
(LENA  exits.  CRICKET unloads her backpack. TOM gathers up a few torn index cards.)

CRICKET

Have you been making tickets again?
TOM 

Tickets!   (HE picks up a ticket, tears it, and throws the pieces in the air.)
CRICKET (Distracted)   Tickets ... that's right.  
TOM (Tearing another ticket and throwing it in the air)  

Tickets! 
CRICKET 
I see.  You're tearing the tickets for the Garth Brooks concert, right? But why are you throwing them……
(SHE picks up one of the torn tickets and realizes it’s what’s left of her science report)   Tom ... Tom ... your tickets ... they’re my science report!
TOM
Science report tickets.
CRICKET (Trying to control her anger)

No it’s not tickets. It’s my science report. You tore it up.  You ruined it! 


(CRICKET covers her face with her hands.)

TOM 
Are you crying, Cricky?

CRICKET 
No, I'm not crying…but I’m upset!  Do you know how long I worked on this? 
LENA (entering from the kitchen)

What’s the trouble, honey?

CRICKET

My speech is all over the floor.

LENA

Your science report? 

CRICKET

Yes ! All my Marie Curie research.  Now I have to it all over again …… and I have an English test tomorrow.





(Upset and flustered CRICKET picks up pieces of torn card, trying to put her speech back
 

together. LENA tries to help. There is a knock on the front door)

LENA 

Oh ... oh, no, not now.  I hope that's not --

CRICKET

What?
LENA
Reese called --

CRICKET

Oh, no!

LENA 

He  wanted to wanted to come over to study with you, and I thought…… 

CRICKET

No, no, n o, no, no.  I don’t want anybody over here  I don't want --

(Another knock on the door)

LENA

Come on, Tom. Let’s get on with our day. 
TOM

Let’s get on with our day. (THEY gather up exit to kitchen. GARTH exits with them.  CRICKET crosses to open the door.)
End of Scene 3

Scene 4

CRICKET opens the door.   

REESE  (Excited and smiling, with backpack)

Hi!

CRICKET (Reluctantly letting him in)
Hi.

REESE

Your aunt said it would OK if I stopped by for a bit
CRICKET 
Yeah, I know.

REESE

Actually, she gave me pretty good directions to your house; I messed up once, but other than that….. 
CRICKET

Look, Reese, I just wasn’t expecting….
REESE (Confused by CRICKET's reactions)

She was very nice in the phone. … So ... should I stay?  Or……
CRICKET

Well,  now that you’re here…….
REESE

I brought my vocab. book and my old tests. Shouldn't be too hard.  Ms. Alcart's tests are pretty easy.  At least for you.    


(Accompanied by GARTH, TOM bursts through kitchen door holding a 



 picture he has drawn of himself with Garth Brooks. Coached by GARTH,



 he crosses  to show REESE  the picture) 

CRICKET (Embarrassed, trying to intercept him)

Tom!! What are you doing?
TOM

Picture. 
CRICKET

He doesn’t want it.

TOM  (Pointing to his picture, GARTH coaching him) 

That’s me. That’s Garth Brooks.  
CRICKET  (Taking the picture from him)

Tom. No picture. No Garth  Brooks.  

Why don’t you go and put your picture on the fridge?

TOM

He come too.

CRICKET  (guiding him towards the door, giving back the picture)
Maybe later.  Put your picture on the fridge, OK? 

And don’t forget to brush your teeth…with your Crest Toothpaste 

TOM

I brush teeth with Crest Toothpaste right?

CRICKET

Crest toothpaste. Right.    (Pause)
REESE
(Nervously thumbing through his books)

It’s important to brush those teeth. So ... uh ... the test.  You Mrs. Alcart'll make us do some vocab 
CRICKET

I guess you’ll be telling everyone, right,  Reese?
REESE

What?

CRICKET

About my brother.
REESE (Innocently)

What?

CRICKET

Oh, please!

REESE (Tentatively)
So ... what's the story?

CRICKET

You never listen in science, do you?

REESE

Of course I do.  Well, actually, no.  Not too much.
CRICKET

Genetics ….. remember.  Trisomy 21… three number 21 chromosomes…. ?   

REESE

I'm ... I'm sorry ... I didn't know.

CRICKET

Well, now you do!  You have the whole story! We had to move.  I had to start all over again. 

And I don't have my science report done because my brother tore it up!  Tore it up to make 
tickets! 

REESE

Look, I ... I --

CRICKET

What do you think it's like - trying to study here with his music and dancing all the time?!

REESE

I ... I --

CRICKET

Can't you think of anything to say?  You'll have a lot to say at school tomorrow, I bet.

REESE  (Frantically cramming book and tests in his backpack)

I ... I wouldn't do that ... I wouldn't --

CRICKET

Oh, yeah?  Why not, Mr. Reese’s pieces?  'Cause you're so sweet?!  You’re just like all of them.  I need you to leave right now, you understand?

REESE

Okay. Okay. I’m leaving.

CRICKET

And –please!---take your lame English books and vocab tests with you.. (REESE exits and CRICKET slams the door.  SHE slides down against the door and sits on the floor, hands to her face, unable to control her tears.)  

End of Scene 4

Scene 5

(After a few beats, LENA  and TOM enter with GARTH hovering nearby)
GRAN

Has Reese gone, honey?

CRICKET

Yeah.  He left.  (Not looking up). He ... had to go.

LENA
Why don’t you find us some nice music, Tom?   (Accompanied by GARTH, TOM sits by boom box and together they look through TOM’s  CD collection.  CRICKET crosses away from Tom. LENA crosses to her.)  Cricket, your teacher, Mr./Ms. Bennett, called this afternoon and he/she said you seemed upset in class.  He/she said he/she tried to talk to you after school and you just rushed off.

CRICKET

I wasn’t upset.  I had soccer practice.

LENA
What’s going on, honey?

CRICKET

Nothing.
LENA
I know you're not happy about your brother sometimes. But really look at him ...
he loves you, Cricket, he loves his life. Try to see things the way he sees them.

CRICKET
There are days when it’s just so…hard!

LENA

It’s hard for everyone, honey.  I remember the night your brother was born ... we were all  so tired…all  night in that waiting room….when the doctor told us  ... about Tom.... I knew our lives would never be the same…..   (Guided by GARTH, TOM turns on the boom-box and the song “Ain’t Goin’ Down”  begins to play.  LENA speaks to TOM) Are you ready to dance, country boy? 
TOM  
I dance!  Dance with me, Cricky!   
CRICKET 
I've got to study. 
TOM  (as CRICKET exits)  I study, too. I study dancing! 


 (With GARTH’s help he turns the music to LOUD and they step on stage as if they are


performing to a huge crowd. After a few bars, DANCERS  join them and they dance out the whole 
song and take a bow to wild recorded applause. Blackout.  

End of Scene 5.
Scene 6



(In blackout, "French Suites #6 in E: Gigue" 



by Johann Sebastian Bach plays. Lights come up



on the school classroom and  music fades. STUDENTS 



are at their desks as CRICKET narrates her inventors report.)
CRICKET 

She was born November 7, 1867, in Warsaw, Poland.  Women were not allowed higher education so she studied secretly with a tutor.  In 1891, she arrived in Paris to study physics and graduated number one in her class.  In her research of uranium, she soon discovered an unknown ray which she named "radiation."  For their remarkable discoveries, she and her husband Pierre won the Nobel Prize.  She soon found that radium X-rays could take a picture of the inside of the body and destroy diseased cancer cells.  However, their experiments with radiation would soon make both she and Pierre sick.  In her desire to use science to ease human suffering,  she tirelessly studied, and she continued her experiments day and night, holding .

... the dangerous rock, uranium, in her hands.  Even today, her scientific notebooks are still locked away.  They are too radioactive to handle!  Who is she?  This famous inventor is… Marie Curie.

( School bell rings.)  

BENNETT 
Good reports today, everyone!  The rest of you, tomorrow!   (STUDENTS exit) 
REESE

Really good report. I’m impressed. The rock - what was it? 

CRICKET 
Uranium ...  Hey, yours was good, too.

REESE

Ah, Newton's pretty boring.  Gravity.  No cool X-rays or anything.  This apple was all I could think of.

(HE takes a bite out of the apple.)

CRICKET

It was good. Really.  (REESE offers CRICKET a bite. She shakes her head “no”)    

Hey Reese…..about yesterday. I’m sorry.
REESE

Forget it. I should have called before I came over. You know what? I’ve been thinking about it… your brother.  Maybe, right now, somewhere in the world there’s a scientist like Marie Curie finding a way to help Tom. Do you ever think about it? 

CRICKET 
All the time. When I was little, I used to dream about Tom.  I'd have this dream that his head had this hinge on it ---and I'd open it and pour in things that would help him learn
REESE

Yeah, like in Monty Python
CRICKET

 I'd pour in toys and books, "Hello Kitty" stuff , hammers, all kind of tools, string, birds' nests….  every time I dreamed the dream, I'd pour in different things. I thought it would make him smarter.
REESE

Crazy dream
CRICKET

 I still wonder if there’s something more I could do 
REESE

Maybe you’ll be the next Marie Curie…..discover a miracle cure that would work for Tom
CRICKET
I’d give anything to be able to do that.

REESE

I believe you could. You’re smart enough.  


CRICKET

Now who’s dreaming?  I’ve actually been thinking about something …..you’ll  think this is crazy….and it probably is….but  I heard that parents can make their kids smarter by playing Mozart’s music to them.  They put on a little night music and just start reading to their kids while they’re sleeping. Maybe something like that would work.  I could try playing one of the tracks from Amadeus when he goes to bed and teach him what he needs to know….

REESE

Like what?

CRICKET

I don’t know….basic math, science, English vocab, good books.  

REESE

I wish you’d play some Mozart for me.
CRICKET

It’s hardly in the Marie Curie category but it might be worth a try.  I just feel I have to do something………..

BENNETT

You're still here?  You better get to lunch.  You'll both be starving by three o'clock.

CRICKET

We were just talking.

REESE

Yeah, I was telling Cricket how cool her report was.

BENNETT

It was very well done 
CRICKET

Thanks.

BENNETT  
Very imaginative.

CRICKET

Mr/Ms Bennett, I have a question.   If somebody wanted to be do ground-breaking research in genetics and life sciences. How long would it take, I mean, school, for that?

BENNETT

We’ll, you’d need four year of undergrad  work followed  by three or four years of Medical School.

Then you’d need a residency of at least one year and if you wanted to specialize at least two more years after that.
CRICKET

That's like ten years or more.

BENNETT

It takes a long time.

CRICKET

... a long time.

REESE

Well, that’s sure not for me!  Hey, come on, Cricket.  Let's go get lunch!

BENNETT

You better hurry.



(REESE exits.)

CRICKET  (Gathering up backpack, index cards and rock)

Yeah ... yeah ... I need to hurry ... I need to hurry.



(CRICKET rushes off as lights fade.  Blackout.)

End of Scene  6

Scene  7

                             (Lights rise on TOM's room.  TOM is in bed 

                             “asleep”.  LENA places  TOM’s hat 

                               on the bedside table, tuck him in,  
                              turns off the lamp, and exits. , 

                             CRICKET enters with book and CD.  As 



                             SHE puts the CD in boom box, TOM stirs.)

CRICKET

Ssssh.  It's just me, Tom.  Are you sleeping?

TOM (Sleepily)

Yeah, I’m sleeping.

CRICKET

Did you brush your teeth with Crest toothpaste?
TOM

I brush teeth - Crest toothpaste.

CRICKET

Good, Tom.  Did you put the top back on?

TOM
Yep.  I put the top back on Crest Toothpaste.
CRICKET

Did you watch Garth Brooks tonight?
TOM 

I watch Garth Brooks on "Sesame Street". 

CRICKET

Good singer?

TOM

Yeah! Good singer.

CRICKET

Now, go back to sleep.  I have something special to play for you.  .

TOM

No, no special.
CRICKET

This will be good for you, Tom.  It’s an ... experiment ... for school.

TOM

No school now, Crick.    

CRICKET

You want me to sing to you?

TOM

Sing to me, Cricky. Okay?
CRICKET (Resigned)

Okay. (She sings a cappella from Garth Brooks’s” The Thunder Rolls”)
Three thirty in the morning…..
                        (TOM falls asleep.  CRICKET pushes button on

                        boom box which plays "Ave verum corpus" [orchestral 

                        version] by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.) 

                       With music underscoring, CRICKET gently 

                        begins math facts, trying to "pour" them 

                        knowledge into TOM's brain.)

CRICKET 

Two plus two is four ... four plus four is eight ... eight plus eight is sixteen ... sixteen plus sixteen is thirty-two ...  This'll be good for you, Tom.  Every night while you sleep, I'll play different stuff and it'll stimulate your brain activity.  Like I'll be pouring good information into your mind. We'll do math and the alphabet and read some of the best books. Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn, David Copperfield…..  It'll be good for me, too.  When I go to college, I'll have studied a lot. Wouldn't it be great if we could both go to college….

TOM

No college, Cricky.

CRICKET

Sssh. 

We could help each other with our book reports  Hey, maybe we could share an apartment and a car…..

(pause) "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  Chapter I.  You don't know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, but that ain't no matter.  That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the truth, mainly.  There were things which he stretched, but mainly he told the truth.  That is nothing. I never seen anybody but lied ... one time or another ..."
                            (Looking at TOM sleeping peacefully, SHE

                              gently lays her head on his shoulder, quietly 

                              crying as lights fade.  Blackout.)  

End of Scene 7

Scene 8



(Lights rise on science classroom.   REESE is seated 

               
checking his phone. He improvises a phone checking 



monolog. CRICKET enters)

CRICKET

Hi, Reese.

REESE

Hey…. am I glad to see you!

CRICKET

Why, what’s up?

REESE

I need some serious help with my research paper. 
CRICKET

Guess what. I don't have a topic either.

REESE

Didn't Mr./Ms. Bennett like --

CRICKET

No, he/she didn't!  I wanted to do something on the  Mozart Effect but she turned it down.

Not “scientific” enough

REESE

It seemed scientific to me.
CRICKET
She just doesn’t get it. No one does. I don’t know….I guess it’s never going to be any different.  Tom's never going to be ...  (Pause) You know what it's like to be with him, like at the park, and everyone's just ... just staring at you? "What's wrong with him?" they always want to know.  "Your brother sure talks funny.  He looks funny!" "He's your big brother?  What grade's he in?  Minus one?" And you're supposed to be perfect and one day you forget and leave your perfume on the counter and your big brother drinks the whole bottle and has to have his stomach pumped.  And everybody's mad and scared and he comes back from the hospital and cries and tells you how it hurt and ...  I don't know why I’m telling you this.
REESE  
I’m sorry
CRICKET

So I don't go anywhere with him and that’s why I don't have anybody over.  I just don’t.

You understand?

REESE (Hugging her)

I’m trying….Dr Marie… I really am. 


(Lights fade.  Blackout.)

End of Scene 8

Scene 9


(Lights rise on living room and TOM's room.  



“Standing Outside the Fire” by Garth Brooks



 plays loudly.  TOM, accompanied by GARTH,

                              dance around the stage to the music. CRICKET enters

                              and covers her ears, overcome by the loud music.)

CRICKET 
Tom!  Tom!  Tom!!!

TOM (Finally noticing her)
Cricky!!!  

CRICKET

 Stop it!  Stop, Tom!!!  It’s too loud. (CRICKET turns off music.)
 You always play your music too loud. I can't stand it! And why do you have

 to have those boots on all the time?  I can't think!  I can't study!  I can't even leave something on the desk!
 Why can't I just have a normal life?!  

(LENA enters)

LENA 
Tom, take off your boots, please.  They’re too noisy.  And come in the kitchen.  I have popcorn for you.  



(TOM pulls off his boots, drops them on the floor and exits with 



LENA)

CRICKET ( Trying to control herself)

Don't cry.  Don't be mad.  Don't lose it.  Don't put your science report on the desk. Don’t even expect to   

have a normal life.  Two plus two?  I don't think so.  Why did I ever……   (SHE sees TOM's boots on floor)  Some birthday present these turned out to be. (SHE crams boots in backpack.)
LENA (Calling from kitchen)

Cricket ... popcorn’s ready!
CRICKET

I'm going back to school.  I've got to start on my science paper.  I can't think here!



(CRICKET exits out front door. GRAN enters with 

                               TOM accompanied by GARTH)

LENA

Cricket? 
TOM

Where’s Cricky?
LENA
She ... must have gone back to school. Well, you know your sister….

Let’s put on some music (LENA turns on Garth Brooks “The River” which underscores the

following dialogue)  Want to play your guitar, TOM ?

TOM

Yeah!
LENA 
Where are your cowboy boots? 
TOM  
Where cowboy boots?

LENA
Let's look in your room. 
TOM

Okay! (THEY look around TOM’s room)

LENA
I don't see them.  Are they under the bed?

TOM  

No.

LENA
Not under your bed?

TOM

No!

LENA

When Cricket gets home we'll ask her if she's seen your boots, okay? .

TOM 
Okay!
LENA
I know. And you want Cricky, too,  right?
TOM
Right.
LENA
I know, dear. I miss her too.

(LENA exits. MUSIC  swells to loud. Lights change to blue.

 
GARTH leads TOM in his guitar moves to “The River.” 



COMPANY members enter upstage raising and lowering 12-15 foot strips

 of cloth across the stage left to right to suggest waves of the river.


Dance COMPANY members  enter and dance. As song nears end, 


COMPANY exist leaving TOM and GARTH alone together.  GARTH 


puts his arm on TOM’s shoulder and together THEY walk upstage


through  the river, and exit.  Blackout.)  

End of Scene 9.
Scene 10



(Lights rise on CRICKET alone in science classroom.  



SHE sits exhausted at desk, her backpack on 



floor and flips through her science book. )

CRICKET (To herself)

Topics ... just find a topic.  Just do it.

(Reading topic headings)

"Organic Compounds and Energy," "Life Processes in Monerans,"  "Cell Growth and Division."  I don't think so ...

TOM (voice over )
Look, Cricky!  I fixed Barbie!  I cut Barbie’s hair!  For!  You!  You like her?!  



(CRICKET lifts her head, remembering.)

CRICKET

Tom ...

CRICKET (Getting very sleepy as she reads)

"Human Body Plan" ...  "Reproductive Systems" ... "Central Nervous System" ...  "The Senses" ...

TOM (VOICE OVER)

You don’t like Barbie’s hair?  I’m sorry, Cricky ... I’m sorry you don’t like her.  Don’t cry, Cricky.  I didn’t mean to ... I didn’t mean to ... I didn’t mean to ... I didn’t mean to ...



(CRICKET lays her head on desk and falls asleep.  Lights 



fade on CRICKET and music by Mozart underscores the following



monologues* spoken by characters  in CRICKET’s  dream. Each actor



may be accompanied on stage by an actor from special education



to represent the  sibling.) 

SIBLING #1: JEANNE:  
My name is Jeanne. I’m thirteen years old, and I know what it’s like to live with someone with special needs. My brother, Carl, who is currently 24 years old, has a developmental disability and also mental retardation. There are many people with developmental disabilities who can carry on a normal everyday life. My brother is not one if them Even though Carl may look like other people, he cannot read or write, he is sometimes very hard to understand, and he speaks in sentence fragments.   
Having an older brother with special needs makes you creative but it can also be very hard to deal with.

Sometimes, Carl embarrasses me by doing things my friends do not understand.  I remember one time I invited a friend over and my mother promised to keep Carl out of the basement that day so we could have some peace and quiet. At one point, she must have turned her back because Carl came downstairs and started talking in his own special language.  My friend got scared and said she had to go home. I can tell you, I was quite upset about that. 

My brother enjoys listening to music on tape or CD. When he finds one section that he likes he will play it over and over again for many days. One time we heard Lady Bug Picnic from Sesame Street about a hundred times. It just about drove us crazy. Carl has had his good times and his bad times in my memories but no matter what, there will always be a place for him in my heart.

*Monologues adapted with permission from Donald Meyer(ed) Views from Our Shoes . 
DEREK :

My name is Derek. I’m 13 years old. and  I live in Pennsylvania with my brother,  Todd, who is 17. Todd  was born with a developmental disability called autism.  When I was 3, my parents told me my brother had autism and this is why he couldn’t speak and act like other kids. 

The nice part about having a brother with special needs is that he is happy to go anywhere and do just about anything with me. But sometimes he does disruptive things like flipping over furniture and writing on the wall. A couple of years ago he flipped over our TV unit—TV, CD player, amplifier, and VCR .Everything. It was just one big mess. Another time he just started hitting people. He didn’t intend to be mean. He just couldn’t help himself.

I think my brother will come live with me when my parents can no longer take care of him.  I’ll be used to living with him because we spend a lot of time together. It hurts me when kids in school call my brother  names like “retard” or “freak”  but to be fair most people are sympathetic and kind. I just think people should try to treat him as they would anyone else. Even though he has autism, I still love him a lot.  

AMY :

My name is Amy. I’m 14 years old and I live in upstate New York. My sister, Jeannie, was born with a mental disability. It’s much harder for her to learn than it is for other kids.  I get annoyed with people, sometimes, because they don’t know what it’s like to have a sister like Jeannie, especially when we’re out in public.  Like at the grocery store. Sometimes I watch my sister for my parents while they go shopping. I’ll never forget the day Jeannie threw a temper tantrum right there in the store. She lay down on the floor, took off her shoes, and threw them as far as she could. It was embarrassing, but even worse I got nasty looks from people, as if I was beating up my innocent little sibling.

Don’t get me wrong; she can also be really sweet. There are times in the evening when I’ll read her a book and she’ll be nice and peaceful. She loves to play in her tree-house, too, and often seems happiest there.

Jeannie and I have a special bond and I often serve as her “translator.”  When she talks in short sentences or phrases, people often don’t understand her and they’ll ask me what she is saying.  I usually know.  

 My life is very different from other kids around me. I don’t have friends come over that often because 

Jeannie’s behavior is quite unpredictable.  All in all, though. I wouldn’t change things. I just hope she does the best she can and lives a happy life.

JOSH:
My name is Josh and I’m 16 years old.  My little brother Zachary is six years old and was born with a physical disability called  “autonomic nervous system disorder.”  This disorder affects his brain’s ability to control functions we normally don’t even think about, like swallowing and breathing and digesting food.  It’s amazing to me how one day I’m swimming in the pool with Zach and the next day I get a call saying Zach has been rushed to the emergency room.  I know a lot of people, but my brother shows more courage than anyone I know. He takes all his dramatic experiences in stride.

The reason I’m telling you this right now is that Zach was rushed to the hospital this morning. All I can think of is how Zach is doing in that room all by himself in the dark. I try my best to imagine what he must be feeling. The truth is, I can’t do it. I cannot possibly imagine what it must be like for him.

I have a few words for all the brothers and sisters like Cricket who have siblings with special needs. First,  try to show your brother or sister with special needs how  much you care. Second, remember your parents love you equally. It may not feel that way when they are dealing with emergencies like today but I can assure you that they do. And finally, stay strong and hang in there. It will be worth it.

MEGAN.   

My name is Megan , I’m 17 years old and live in Ohio. My brother, Andy, who is six years younger than I am, was born with Down Syndrome . I remember the day he came into our family. .My grandmother’s house was unusually quiet and tense. The news from the hospital was bad. Andy had been diagnosed with a chromosomal abnormality and a serious heart condition as well. He was a very sick little baby. When Dad first gave us this news, he knew we would be sad, but he made us promise not to be too anxious, that he and mom and the doctors would do everything they could to help my brother make it though.  I have tried to follow his advice ever since. 

After Andy was born, my life and outlook changed forever. I have become a more accepting person,

more accustomed to seeing people with disabilities around me, more able to face the challenges of my life. 

My friend, John, died the summer before my junior year. When it seemed I would not get over my sadness, Andy, who did not exactly understand death, said to me: “Don’t cry, Meg. You’ll make John sad. He doesn’t want to see you cry.”  I don’t know why…but it helped.

Every day, Andy teaches me never to give up. He knows he is different, but he doesn’t focus on that. He just gets on with life, just being Andy. I don’t know what I would do without him as my brother. Without him in my life, I would have less understanding, less patience and less compassion for other people. That’s an amazing gift, don’t you think? 

KATE:

My name is Kate  and I’m 18 years old. I live in Kansas with my parents and my brother JT, who has autism and  mental retardation. I don’t remember when my parents sat me down and told me about JT’s disabilities. I guess I always knew he was different.

JT has taught me a lot about life and about love. If a person who was homeless or terminally ill approached him, he would automatically extend his friendship to them. He would not see this person as different from the rest of us. He might even ask them to come to his house for lunch and include them in his prayers.

Even though he is 29 years old, he has never read a book on his own,  nor has he ever signed his last name. But he naturally understands something that the rest of us do not always recognize: no matter what our differences, we have our humanity in common. JT can make anyone smile when he is smiling. That is the best reminder of his common touch.  The simplicity of his life, his appreciation for the innate humanity

within each person, his pure, unconditional love, are lessons to us all.


(Lights change, CRICKET wakes from her dream)

CRICKET

 I‘m sorry,  TOM. I’m sorry.  (SHE takes the boots out of her backpack, packs her books, and runs from the classroom.) I’m sorry..
End of Scene 10.

Scene 11


(Lights rise on living room.  LENA  enters wearing an apron 



 and starts tidying up. A knock on the door.  LENA opens 



 door and REESE enters carrying CD Player and headphones)
LENA
Reese?  Come in, come in.  Cricket's not here.

REESE

That’s OK….Actually, I came to see the country star.
LENA 

Well, how nice of you. 
REESE
It’s kind of weird, I guess, but Cricket said it got kind of noisy around here.  I thought I'd loan Tom my CD and headphones, you know, permanently.   

LENA
Reese!! What a wonderful idea.  Thank you!  He'll love it.  

So will Cricket. Come on. Let's see how likes them. 

`
(LENA and REESE cross to TOM who is sitting

             

on his bed saying his prayers. 

TOM 

Bless Cricket……Crest Toothpaste……and Garth Brooks! Amen!

LENA 

Tom.  You know what this is?( Shows him the CD player and phones)  

TOM

What’s this?

LENA
A CD player. From Reese.



(LENA  puts headphones on TOM and REECE 




pushes “play”. TOM listens a moment.)

REESE 

How’s it sound?

TOM

Sounds good!  Thank You!! 


(TOM sits back in the bed and listens to the music, 



moving happily to the beat.  LENA, and  REESE


sit and watch After a few beats, CRICKET enters, 



the house, looks around, wondering why it’s so quiet).

CRICKET

Aunt Lena?   Aunt Lena?

LENA  (Crossing to meet her)
Hi,  honey
CRICKET

Yeah, I’m back. Is everything OK? It seems so quiet. Where's Tom?

LENA 
In his room listening to music. Reece is up there, too, showing him how to use his new CD player.

CRICKET

CD player?


LENA   
You’ll see. By the way, have you seen his boots, dear? 
CRICKET

Yeah ... I know where they are.  (CRICKET takes TOM's boots from her backpack)

I took Tom's boots.  I feel terrible about  it, I wish I……..
LENA 
Sssh ... You know Tom.  He won’t remember.  He can’t add two plus two.  He’ll never read a book.  But don’t feel bad, dear. Tom’ll always love you no matter what,  he‘ll always bring special kind of happiness to the world,   

CRICKET

And he’ll always remind me that people are more important than things.      

LENA

He’s been missing you.
CRICKET

He’s been missing his boots, too, I’ll bet….. 



( CRICKET and LENA enter  TOM's room and sit  beside



him on the bed.  HE takes off headphones.)

CRICKET

I'm sorry, Tom.

TOM

You sorry, Cricky?
CRICKET

For .taking your boots.

TOM

You’ve got boots?!  You find cowboy boots!



(TOM excitedly begins putting his boots on



 and CRICKET gives him help) 

CRICKET

I love you, Tom.  You’re the best jellybean in the world. (She hugs him)

TOM 

You’re the best sister in the world.
CRICKET

You want to dance with me?

TOM

Dance with me, Cricky.


(MUSIC begins ----“Ain’t Goin Down Till the Sun Comes Up”



CRICKET and TOM dance together for a stanza. GARTH





and COMPANY join them and they dance triumphantly to the end.)
Finale

Cast, crew, ushers, etc. join together on stage for a Jellybean celebration. After taking their bows, the whole company holds hands and joins in a high-energy reprise of “I am Me” 
Optional Post-Show Conversation 
Before lights go down on the final bow, a company member invites everyone on stage to find a place to sit and asks the audience to remain for a brief conversation.  He or she gives company members an opportunity to comment briefly on what they learned from the Jellybean Show and asks the audience to join in the discussion. The post-show conversation is usually no more than fifteen minutes and is offered at the director’s discretion. 

